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Green and gold
The corntrast is s'fr‘clainq./
Much of the ﬂround

bared by landslides
durinq the Disastfrous

Deluge of December
2021 was quickly

colonised by gorse.
This alien shrub' hated
worth good reason by
farmers, Tolerated for
equally soundreasens

by greenies (s supreme-

(% set up to be among
the first pioneers on
denuded Terrain ,large-
(y because \t has a seedbank Waiting in the soil for Jus'f
such opportunities. n Qc*oberl the prolonged flowering
of qorse reaches a crescendo, making the gorse-clad slips
stand out n golden glory against the rich green on eith-

The “Moa Clan® slip. |4 Qctoheyr 2024
See also pboige 3.

er side where native frees have long since replaced the
exotic scrub,

The ‘3°ld won 1 glitter for long though. For one *h\'r\q)
during the few months of the Yeayr when gorse takes o
well-earned rest from flowering, the skips are gre’n
too, scarcely distinct from the surrounding bushy hill-
sides, But already on the slips, barely three years

sirce the flood 'Fiosco/ restless natives are musc\i‘na N,




2 POroPoro, ma\’\oe‘ makowr\ahol Rgfuhufuku, Po\fé
and Nngaio, for example, are here and there over-
Topping the qorse. These sfrapping soplings have
rovarn J metres tall from seeds that germinated
less thoan three years ago/Some slips display al-
Mmost No gorse at all hut instead are thick withh
MokomaRo ((winekerry) 2 or 3 melrestall. [ Wine-
bernﬂ also heo\%es i\ts bets with o seedbkanRk —Eo\,_J.
()\)cuj back in May some walRers ascending Kere-
ra Track turned back bQCSt the

c\oime c\‘[ a stretch

along the

* devastated
streanm banR tas
sa thick with
thc\oncﬂox ‘H‘\e.\j
feared being sfung,
This seemed S‘frar\ge/’
Ash and Max had

traversed the track
Nnot ‘br'\ca be‘ﬁ:rel mak -

1 ,\On‘oon%&'
g fievrce r\eHle;
UrTicea ferox

4 C\hDO\ ‘
C inekervy

. : if\cﬂ sure that No onga -
" Aristotelia serrata

oOngot Was too near
chssir\cl aArmMs or [eqs. Honorowkj Track lr\specfor Anna -
bel wment to have o ook, She reportec back. I+ was

a clear case of Mmistaken }o\er\’ri’rgﬂ) she said. The
O‘F{evmo\ir\% 'fo(iacae was far from fierce ., (f was maoko-

moko [ooking o (ittle like ongqoenga b ut benicjn.

Cr‘bssing Qver

Winter was o gqood Time to continue forming our
new Track To Otanerifo Beach. The route branches off
lower Vol\e% Track ot the Fantail TFalls ir\‘fersec‘HQ\(\/
crosses the F(Qoo\—ra\(dﬂeo\ 3u(\3 of Piwakawoka Stream
rambles ‘Hr‘\rough regenerating forest not far above
the main Vqllegj floor until it reaches the margin of
the Mmacrocarpa P\c\r\‘fo‘(ior\, then follows an old farm
Track 'Hr\rousb\ these exotic conifers before droppins
to the mouth of Markey Stream and the tsave- washed
Sand. Ne cut cleared, ber\c(he_cl,_ hdﬂﬂeé‘ ‘- sfeps)

/

built o (oo near the sea, and erected Signs, sone




reminding walkers that the odjacent [andk s 5
a private worRing FO\rm/ Nnot 1o ke Trespassed.,

Max and l:\'s\r\{ ostensibly cur summer workers,

returned on wrinter doays
When called upon,‘fc help
with the new track. |t
Nas ‘Hﬂenj nho dug the deep
hole for the (ong—droP (oo,
before Paul Newpaort fop-
ped it with his handsome
(AhorePoRu. And both
weve there an the memor-
aokle Aoy N mid-July
wWhen Nno fewer than 15
pecple pooled their powers
to heave the heavy
bridac beoams on 1o their

Moa Claw” slis, 17 Dee.
Professor of Gecaruph\j ZOZIITwo days after the
Deluge. See also page I =

prepared foundafions, ‘m ' S

at Canterbury Un"\vers'ﬁg)

Simen, was there with his Herculean son Toel. Richie,
Fran and Tom, the three builders working on Qfanerito

Beach House,’ brought koth strength and Rnow -how 1o the

mission. Success Wwas

due not only 1o the 5
lour\\j locd'\es’ but also

1o Paul (\\chor+§
meticulous preparafion
and oraomisd'ﬂon. The
deed done it (S NOo W
Casier 1o understand
how the [ncas builT
their huge sfone walls
and the Eg&jpﬁuns
their pyramids,

Paul spent much of

the fQ(\Qm’\na few TET TR
neeks on the lorid\ge_ | Y Ui ssssEEssssatTtatt Tt
project  adding Rand - | Engineec Kate Zosartz and Bridge

{

_ .- . Builder Paul NMewport on the comP\e‘fed
rails as the flmslmmg bridge across Marbey Stream. 22 Rug,




4’ touch bkj mid~Hu3usT. A few dagys lafer cur
Very civil engineer Kate Zwartz came dovan from
NMelson 1o see first-hand how her bﬁc«u’rifu\\\ﬂ con-

cewed plans had translated (n 1o the real world.,
Delighted, she offered a few small sugqestions

Which Paul promPﬂ\j ernacted.
Just before cur Trust AIGM
in late October, all seven
Trustees walked across the
new briddge and aleng the new
track to the beach. The resi-
dent black ijSfCer‘tChcrs

( t&rea pango) welcomed
themn with pipir\% calls. We are
Cox((ir\cj the new rouvte Torea
TrackR after these handsome
shorebirds,

PQSSincj oy _

Another ProjecT filled many
winter days, Reeping us off the
streets and out of mischief. South
of Hinewoaoi where the Boanks Peninsula Track descends
Towards PBP\Q"’U/F(&O\ Bay, the Way has long followed
Flea Bc\gj Road for a bit over one Rilometre. Years SERS
MarR and Sonia Armsirong had replaced another Rilo-
metre of rural read with a beautiful walking Track in 1o
Steny Bay, ky-passing the road alfogether. Hugh dream-
ed of doing the same sort of thing above Tlea Ray but
was deterred by land swnership issues and by the
(ociis‘fica\ Cf‘\c\l\encﬁe of 3effir\<3 to such a distant Work-
face, This winter we fook fthe plunge. The Generous
Joyces of Tai Tapu offered Nnot only PhE\SECO‘l labour
but Vickle Transport in thelr electric c%r. We explor-
ed and flagged a route through old-mon gorse Ranu-
Ra, and regqenerating native hardwoods close to the
road where the Councils Misty PeakRs Reserve borders
Council road reserve. We cut, cleqrec)\’ benched,
Sfepped and Sianed about 300 me.Tresr bo\re(gﬁ o
third of the (Qr\ca‘fh of road '(r\\fo\\/ec\’ lbut the 5‘feepesf)




sternest stretch. ”t5 o sfart’ said Huah. 5

W

“QOne s‘rep at o Time.

Trdchir\% on

More tracks, more maintenance . Never Mmind,
the work was O\(reﬂo\kd V\e\/er—endin?\, NMaoture (s
marvellously capable of bush regeneration, kut She
SCorns ouy frack network, Quicklaﬂ and without fuss
She grows kack Her riouious VeCjeTodion Qver our
l[akbouricusly Woen clearways. More cqur\r\ox’r(col\u_\ She
Criss-crosses suvr Nard- won h(qhmouﬁs with wind falls,
We seem To have suffered more Gaind damage than
Usual over the last few years ; the accumulated
Wwreckage in the kheech forest is currently losking Pre_T-
ty drastic [ mere drastic than pretty- £4.7].

[N remaininS oPer\’o\reqs <6Tead;(\ﬂ o\iminishincjv
where arass still forms the frack surface, Paul has
been brushcutting a lot lately to subdue Vigorous
spring qrowth, including long stretches of ’C_)Pafuﬂ
Track through the Stony Bay Valley. He alse revamped
stiles q(onci Tules Knob TY'O\C,{Q, indudir\g the much-used
crossing from Waohanui ¢krpark fo MikimikRi Knob.

Sl'cans of the times

“Hoos long woi b it take ?Y is o common query. Hows
long (s a piece of S’hfir\ci? We've been adding suggest-
ed times to some signs, but its not straightforward.
ToOrea Traock 1s an example, We measured each
section at what we imac‘jined Was an average sort
of walking pace, se'H‘\in?l on 40 mirnutes from the
Ofanerito ckrpark 1o the sea ( mayhke « little
[onger, we thought, for older dodderier walkers [iRe
the Manager or Joe Biden). In the interests of sci-
entific accuracy we asRed a random party of four
at the beach to note the time they took kack to the
brio\ae, 'ﬂ‘\e\.j would leave a nete at the Visitor Cem‘re,
they said. “22 minutes ™ their messaqge read, "T bet
'H\t\ﬁ Neveyr Saw much  was Trustee Nicks comment.

“ il T get lost 7% asked anxious Carmen from
Spain, clutehing her map. Hugh assured her that,




6 armed with the map, it wWas (Ne\l'\m'?\\m impos -
sible to get lost on Hinewai because every
jUnc_‘l'for\ (S Cleqr\xﬂ Si(}h‘ogs'red. «“ BuT what thPer\s
if T ob get lost 7Y Carmen persisted. ”Looh/“ re -
p\ied Hch(f‘\' 7t Yyou do find yourself losT just come
and Rneck on my door and lef me Rnow and T
convne looking for You /OI'O/??‘O.“ “"Ha ha. MU&j qra-
closo" laughed Carmen still mervous. |n the end
Carmen suggested she would [eave a conspicuous
stone on Top of the LOO sijhposf b\j the Visitor
Cenfre. If it wwas still there [ate (n the day Hugh
Would set off pronz‘/'ss/'mo) L (eowina no stone un-
turned - Ed.] 1o find her. Much later Huﬂh found
thot the stene  and her vehicle af Wahanui C;&(l:)drk
had koth vanished. Carmen was mever seen ach\n.
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N\issiﬂa the polr\'\'

Pholopoints set up in (938 have cap‘fureo\ an amazing
overview of \Ieciejox'tior\o\ change on Hinewai. Pholos
T are que\r\ each Qc‘fober Nheh any rer\«\q(r\in% 30\’56_
stands out because it s in full briahf flower. The



CapTionec}‘ and dated imaqes can be seenn on 7
\"eq/ues’f. A phc‘f‘opoir\"’ chure RPainTts a thousand
log—bock words. e
PhoToPoir\‘fS 2
and 3 from East
Track and Le Lieyre
SPur are now SO
lavishly blocked
b\J burcﬂeor\ir\cﬁ
bush the seven
pictures from
there are no
([onger worth «
thousand words,
more like « hun-
dreck af the mosft,
The\j AV € heimg
Superseded by
five views from
the TQP of Mk -
MmiRi Kr\ob’ the
S1O metre apex
of Le Lievre
Spur. The 3rour\ok
falls away on all
Sides frowmn this
rockﬂ apoge’
so the views Ociober 2000
should stay g -
unimpeded for
W\cw\&ﬂ ujears x_ﬂe‘l‘.

FomPhpc:in 3c. Qctober [93%

Four leqs_
:Desp's’re nifty

‘Fencino‘k WOVYR and

Some Smart must-
ering, We still
aren t sheep\css ; o o
on "Muno\ujko\r\d“ , : MRS e T
nor In a fe October 2023




8 Places qbove. STOr\gj BQ\:&. F\\f\d a fews O\)G\\r\dtring
deer continue to qive s nithW\qres, One Mo\\ﬂ
Morning We weve shocked o see a big mountain
fl'\/e,f\‘\mae_r bod\(\j debkarked O\fe\rr\{alr\’ft Y(cjkf e -
Side the main path to the Visitor Centre. For-
Tunately a local team of trained assassins have
Ratched a Plow\ To oH‘emPf the elimination of
feral deer in cour corner of Banks Peninsula. Blake
(\jou miﬂhT remember he shot « huae, staq during
the autumn roar) has since shot aa hind gbove
Goose Green, pregnent with o male fawn.

FO\“QY\ Qﬂ%els
WNelcome swallows Tried nesting three Times
(a’(e\\J at the SW end of Huah’s house{ but failed
e ach fimel their mud and grass creations falling
from the excessiwvely smooth oiled-timker wall on

to the o\eching ‘OQ(DNl ér\r\qs\'\ir\cﬁ €9 qgs and chicks.
§lﬁochedl Hugh, Ash and Max decided ‘Hr\e\j mus T
intervene. They got out the ladder and nailed o
SMmall Wooden ledat 1o the favoured site up under the
eaves, This 6Pfir\3 Jrlr\e\j launched @ fourth attermpt
[ the swmallows thot s - ed.]. As PTPi’oi goes To prinf
their nest seemrs to be sitting securely on the (edge.
Thomas tTormtit T ((N'\H\ the deformed left 'FOD"‘)
has net yef fallen by the 0\\035\'0\6 after aoll. He has
Mmade sSeveral further appearances, always when
Thormas TL (s hrieflﬂ ocut of sight. The abhundance
of tormtits generally across Hirnewai is marvellous,
One lf\bilr\o/\je\louwekjed penguin is still resident
in Ofanerito Bay. He miglr\‘l’ be one of only three
[eft on the whole of Banks Peninsula, the northern-
most Rnown breeclir\3 range
of thrts exfrdordir\qr% bird.

The annual Garden Bird
Survey suggested a 3-fold
iINncrease n TUl numbers

across Canter bur\j, One
late Sep'f‘embev‘ dhay M a x
WNatched at leasf five — . et ¢




N the enchanted fuchsia foresf/ upper Gpafuﬂ q
Trqch| along with Nnumercus bellbirds, all delirious
With delight among the hohe\jed F’.oboerS‘ Sinair\cﬂ
their little heads off. PTmeharauroo\/shin(nﬂ
cuckhRoos took a wee while To warm up after their
long iowrney from the fropics, byt were calling all
over the place by the second half of Qctohker,
Paul counted four all of once in the walnut tree

behind Otanerito Homestead.
N | 2%% T‘€§f o R,

O‘('\hﬂ human ‘Z?":“\Zﬁfmﬁm. \/} \

The Visitor Cen'Trel closed for @"ﬁ\ ;
accommodation durir\a winter but ﬁ\i}\g
Cl((;oa\js opewn for day Visifors( re- \ C[
Cceived much-needed mainfenance 1 ~@(
from all-round local hC(Y\CA\jVY\O\Y'\ -

David B. While he was at it he also sawed down some
projecting rocks in Wahanui C;(E(quh ) o Noisy but
beneficial measure for both motorised visitors and
[amwn mowers. Davids mission vsas followed by Mo -
Nini’s marvellous 5Prir\<3-c(ec>\r\in9 Teo\m' so that cuhen
overnight sTays started up again in October the
Centre was quf(cu(arlgj spic and span.

Alse in October, Hughs right hand was operated
on for its Wworsening carpal tunnel syndrome. Modl -
ern surgery s barely distinguishablke from magic, he
decided , as the local anaesthetic wore off. Thinking
his recupero\ﬁr\g right hand wWould be unable to write
for weeks he practised with his wrong hond. [t looked like
This! Fortunalely, on the fourth day ofter the ap he
Tried out hisright hand Again and found it could
Cope — jUST as me(\l or this newsletter would have
l[ocoked a bit disjointed. As o botanist, Hugh was
impressed that fhe surqeon seemed to Rnow the dif-
ference between a carpal Tunnel and a carpel tunnel.

WNhen o class of aqro-forestry students from
Lincoln University visited n late September they had
fo endure « Prolmr\cjec}\ rant from Hugh while he
railed against permanent forests of exotic pine
for carbon sec[/uesTro'Hom.



IO H c‘sreenhousc qas admission

Some might wonder at this — but there never
Was o sericus doubt cabout what we wWwould do
with the r\eml% acquired M acrocarpa Plan'!‘o(h'on_ﬁe-
fore we could beqin its elimination we had to suv -
renderv a (arge number of carbon credits because
it was regis’fereo\ as Permqnenf forest n the qov-
ernments Emissions Trading Scheme, This does not
mean we pay kack a lof of money, just that we
foreqo future Income from this source. As all
Trust income (s 5c>(e\\:\ To SU\o\oorT natural regeney -
ation of native forest on the now-enlarged re -
serve , this decision wWas o no-brainer. Deleting
these exotic trees is qeoing To ke o multi- year
Mission but i1s underway. On the qround beneath

are already trillions of native seeo\linas poised to
fake over |

A few bofanical SnippeTs

I/Muho\\j{qnol“ holds some special botanical fea-
tures besides the unusual akundance
of fremhkling braRe fern menT -
ioned in the last newsletter,
There are more TQrePo/SrY\QU'
leaved milR frees, more titoki
trees and more Pir'moo\ small-
flowered mistletoe thanm on all
the rest of Hinewai / A tall adult
{ NTRau Po\(m isnt visible from
: Torea Trock, bul a young adulT
@.\\/ 7 Mmata 1s. Nature 1s responsihle
for all sicjnifiCow\“f planting on Hi-
newai, but sometimes we cje'(’ A
hit carried ALY and pPop N o Tew
Specimer\ Trees dround our un-
Nnotural loui\c}\'\r‘\%s. Hugh had a young ni Rawu polnn
Ta his living roow, rescuecd s o 5Eeej[(r\3 from o
Mokimoki Track in 2020, but it was qetting too big
for its boofs [for vts PQT - Ed.]. So we P(queo\ it
behind the new Beach Loo at the kay end of Torea

Mmistletoe
T leostylus micranthus




Track | well within its natural range. Thrust I |
rudely back in fo the outside world | the infanT
NTRou suffered a bit from sun scorch, but is
Se_‘lﬂir\g N and lOoRir\a good.

Vernacular names for plants can he p'n‘fa(\s
| 5o con botanical names - €4d.]. When « rongoa
(notural medicine) group visited in September,
one of the students asked if “old mans beard ”
gqrews on Hinewat. ThinkRing she meant the invasive
alien C/lemalrss v/'fcz/ba) Hugh replied that indeed
it does grow here but we ore working to eliminate
it. The student looked shocked. " E que /" she
cried, "he aha ai?" [= mhkﬁ?~5cﬂ. Al Was made
clear when she brought in to the ensuing discussion
the Maori word angiangd. Hugh then realised she
meant C/Sﬂeﬂ\ a soft white native lichen closely
resew\bling Hu%h's 'FO\CE’ used N ronaoa as o dres-
s5ing and absorbent po\o\c\ihg. ﬁﬂg{&/‘)gcl Nnot oanly
grows on Hineweai t (s freasured and admired here.

Tree tutu (" Corraria arborea) is becoming a com-
Mon colomiser now on the 2021 slips. It too (s o
freasured native as well as being the most poison-
ous of all plc«nfs on the W :
reserve should any W\dm-—‘
mal, including AZomo sap- § /4
rens he silly ensugh To
SO\W\PIe_ it

More about visitors
Keith Woeodley Pot'\d
us o winter visit, Keith s
ihe resident Raitiaki of
the PGRorokoro Shorebird
Centre on the Firth of
Thames. Hugh and Trustee
Tina walked and Talked
with him 1o the keach
where he Was gy e efed en- "The idea is simple. You pay us money and all
Hhusiastic O\H% b\_i the resi- your sins disappear! It's just like purchasing

o carbon offsets.”
dent Torea pango. .




PIPIPI 60O

\2 Dol marine rongers from all over Aocteacrca
came To Hinewai in Fquausf. While we Weve all
Wallking to Beech Terrace, NW gales were thrashing
beech and Ranuka Cow\oloies overhead.” Weorse
\‘hings \ﬂoPPer\ ot sea’ ohbserved the range_rs\.\

GCood heavens ./

You mig\«\’r remember we surmised in autumn that
winter stream flows might delay b(id\ae construction.
Thexj didn 1. Even after the first white 'Fros‘(‘sl P atak:-
taki Pond sal al its lowest level ever dround (4O cms
below \CuH, and streoam flows dwindled. Eventuall
we chid ae\' adeguate Winter rains. But PGTakiTak
Pand didn't Top iTs Jﬁ\n\j weiv until the start of July,
and streanm flows never hindered hridae~ bui\o\{ncﬂ.

Ash and Max reported some waldlife seen during
Hugh's obsence in the ckr-infested Swamp. They
mer\T(Dhed A ‘O(% cromwd of feo\yao(‘s an LOY\S 60\& KQO\OK,
a White-headed Lje\\owho\mmer near (Nahanut GO\Te,
and « Jaauar [urking down the bank at Rubkbish SRip
Bend. This was a first. But it turmed out to ke of the
Tour-heeled persuasion rather than o Tour-legged
PTPiPi appears Twice each yeav, \Ohﬂ-‘tg"\e?\ S LQT.erl all
Gsually arcund Mey and Movember| Nas explained. A neighbour

:Irhere ts no sub and neokligation | Was putting some rubkbish
o donate but donations of any . :

Size are "‘W\%ehj helpful and i e Sk‘P whe-h hf a(o\\nced
greatly appreciated. e will round to see is cxr rol-
post a recei}o‘l' hut need your (l'Y\% Aoy bocknords. He

posiol address if we don’f

leapf to the rescuc ks et
DIRECT CREDIT alos Too ‘o‘fe‘./ The veh-
BMNZ tcle ran over his foot and
52 0832 0044225 00 | | dived down the bank.

olrecdy have it.

POST Arnewai Reserve
632 Lbna Ba(j KDc\ol
R-D.3 Akaroa 7983

~ Hofearoca /New Zmehc:(c!r\c.i

HUGHS PHONE |

( best evenings between

abouwt 730 and 7'30)

03 304 350/




