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Can you hear the mermaids singi_ggl beech to bEO\ch?

“T confess T am dreaming still” wrote Hugh Wil-
son, atf the close of a little book about Hinewai, pub(iSh«
ed in 2002, “that one day, within my time or not,
the reserve really will stretch from Taraoterehu To
the sea from mounTain daisies [ and beech trees
= Ed-j down To penguins and seals, from snow Tus-
socRks blowiﬂg i the upland wWinds down fo salfwater
SUrges heowing *hrough kull kelp and paud\_’ E{Sh‘feeh
Yyears [aoter Hinewai did indeed fouch the sea af
STDV\\j Bij ; ﬂf\roug\r\ the addition of MokRimaoki Bush
froam our good \r\eighbours the Hrmsfronojs_

Three years carlier e had had friendly discus-
sions with Rex and Karen Mundy, They otined



2 _82'4 hectares on the north-east flank of
Otdnerito Bay, but due to gqrandparent
duties had moved north 1o remote (Gyest Auck-
land. Those neao'ﬂo\ﬂcns had lcxpsed, PurH\j be-
cause of differing opinions about the value of
a 27’%6@% old Macrocarpas P(g\r\‘to\‘ffsh, 8\j [afe

2023 thetrees were six years older, and so

Were Rex and Karewn [ SO oere we all /- Ed.].
Older and Wiser, we agreed on a way ahead.

Legal title to the lond transferred to the Maurice
(Nihite Notive Forest Trust en | March, 2024.

Backeck IOL:, Chompfg\ns

Land additions 1o Hinewat are possib(e OV'\‘\(A
because our land purchase fund s nowurished b\j

carbon credits and by an angelic host of donors.
This Is not a plea Tor more support but o heart-Tfelt
thankycu. Some l[avgqe donations he(roeo\ seal the

”l\/\u»no\ land” Aeal, But many smaller contributions
and are 'l’\uﬂe_(kj (A~

heep the daily wheels Turning
or tant The Financial side of the Hinewal projecT

P
(s astonishing , miraculous eveny though firmly ﬂmund—
ed undeyry careful W\qncngemevﬂ“ b\j our Finance,

Qfficer Bruce Hansernn and the other Trustees.
Hugh receip‘fs and rEsIoor\c)\s 1o Supporters with

Ahand- written enve\opcma{ls. He is & bit nonplussed
if o lack of contact details makes

this impossikle. Such mahi needs 1o
be sqgueezed in between the demands

of outside warhfaccs' dictTatea Iogj
weaother, Dont feel anxious 1f «

AN | %j response IS o\e\o\jed for o few weeks.
L= - .
On one TQRUGr\j ’Ford\j i to ARarca

AN\Y !
: he osted c(4 Ie’ffers all at OV'\C.C_l

’Ho/don,!needtocheckmyp-mail’ be_lfeveo\ TQ Qu'h(\umloer all Thﬁ (C++EVS
osted in one day in the UK. arnd U.S.A. combined,.

Pef
[ITve told hima ot least a million tinmes not to ex-

O\%%Qrd'{"e —_ Eol.],



The lie of the land 5

//Mur\o\xﬂ\and“(s roughly square, about 1 Rilo-
Mmefre lor\% fromn DNW to SE, and almost the same
from the Upper edge in the ™ME (o\rgund 320 metres
O\Hi’fuo\e) falling away sfeeplxd downhill To the
Vq\\e\ﬁ floor and the sea. Three main bus\m\j cau“(es
are filled with regenerating native hardwood trees
and a few Pookocoxrps. The M IASrOCAr p p(o\n‘fdﬂOﬂ
cccupies abeoul o cLuourTer of the land. Much of the
remwnaindey (s 3@(56 Scrub( with Nnotive trees QW‘\QVOX—
ent despite decades of grazing by sheep. A b and
of mostly exotic pasture borders Fishermans Bay
Road. The 202 Deluge caused several slips, nows

rE\/ecﬂeTq’reo\ lo\ﬂ a mixture of qufﬁirgming Nnatives
and exotics.

Fir\ding A ay
Until 2017 Public wu(king access To Otanerito
Beoch followed a track across private farmland on
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the valley floor. 7 Renega‘f“ (s « workinﬂ 'Form)

and ’H’\e. ‘FO\mil\j Hr\ere_ hO\o\ conNnceyryrnMm s Gbou’( con-
’fir\u'\\r\g publ(c passage. Hinewai's eastward ex —
lension provides an o\apor‘fur\(fg 1o restore walk-
ir\q\ access to the !oec\clm, so long as these concerns
are adeguately met. ( Even on wider Hinewai, pub-
[ic occess (s secondary To our conservation cjoo\(s
and alfhouﬂh we have never had fo exclude peo le,
our N\anc\gew\e\f\‘l‘ Guidelines allow for that Possib!'(("fkj.)

50l mhat is lf\appcmir\g? Right now we are form-=
Ng a new foof 'fv'cxi(’ well away from the ﬂurm‘fhrouﬂh
th e reaenerm’ring bush and the Macrocarpa plo&n'l‘aﬂon,
down 1o the stream mouth and the wave-washed sandl.
(NWe are To\(king 1o all the neiahbours, They seenn
prepared To find out whether our devised route,
our siano«c_fse, (Qﬂg~drop [00( d039ie—bo\n‘ e_’rc,/ Mith
heeP ever\jbor)\\j lf\opp\j. Theve 1s o lot 1o do ﬂf\ouah.
Don't hold Your breath. |t wont be open soon.

Bridcii_gca troubled waters |
AR Rey cOmPov\er\‘f in the new route to the beach
is a replacement bridge across MNarkey Stream. Five
very civil engineers offered advice, K but the one
mho came up ‘frumps s Nelson-based Kate Zwartz
[ whese name incidentally, is the very last in our
SQPhisT\'cm‘teo\ qlPhabeﬁcq( shoe box address data-
base — Ed.]. Kate has desigv\ed mMmany ‘FOOTbr(O\%QS
for DoC [ the Department of Conservation- Ed]. She
even orqanised hev brother Rer in 1o f\'ﬂ\'ng N a site
Visit when he ;'\quer\e,ck 1o be within coo-ee ., Hugh's
iINitial site selectiorn would have meant o Cf‘\d“er\ﬂir\a
qap of [S5'2 melres, but Ben's more discerning eyes
[it Upen « s’ooT or\\\j 20 mefres or so upsfreqm which
Hu3\n had rejected for SPUrious reasons. Ren's qap
(s Oh\\ﬂ 7 YV\QTVCS bqid\el sti\\ﬂ SPQ\(\Y‘\&C\ b\j sTfandard
¥4 metre beams. Not lQY\3 after Bens visit, heaut-
1 ful o\rowinas arrived for review. Winter siream flows
May delay consiruction until next sumnier. We wont
Q‘Hempf to bfio\?]e_ the stream mouth, The flow here
spreads oul across the sand and can norr\f\q\\\j be




Padd(ed ‘H\Voug\r\ with ease. from here! 'H’\\')ugh, 5
it 1s essential 'W\o«'(‘,(olwd\j fromn the bamc\r\))
the farm land the yards, the 1‘roxc,k5l the private
rood, and all the bu(\ok{nqs are Treated strictly
os closed-off and No-gqo0,

{V\Uurde_rincj the mocs

MonTerey cypress, Cupressus macrocarpa , (s
Usually _jU}ST called “ }’V\acrocor‘am“ in New Zealand,
where 1 1s grown widely for shelter and timber,
The maoacs on ”Mu\r\o\\ﬂlar\o\“{ P(qn"‘ed around 190~
71, are ot thriving, nor are they yet mature
enough for o timbker harvest. On the other hand,
left standing as old dead wood( they foster r’oxpiol
recjeneru'h'or\ of native forest and faurna. Thats
Sur Soot(. Along the track i‘f‘s.elf' 'Hr\oughl disir\Teﬂro\‘t-
ing trunks and limbks are not a are_qf idea . Differ-—
enT stroteqies are called for there.

Selective (wneedicide

NMews land and new discovervies have holstered
Hinewai's plant species checklists. Native vascular
Plom’r species Now rumber 33 4! Nnaturalised exofics
250, That latter ‘Fi%ure_ W\RSV\T seem Scoxr(l\j hig\h for
a project Promqﬂng Nnative bimo\i\/crsihj. But relax.
NMatives are \qfqehj ou’\c::mpe‘ﬂngj the aliens. There

1S no more striking example of this than gorse, which
Continues 1o o({mimsh( shaded and Rilled by trillions
of native trees growing up through 1t. Weed species
which pose a real threat 1o native ecosystems and
wlhich Nneed 1o be oxc’f(\/ehj Sbua\ﬁf out and desfroggd
can e counted on the Fingers of one morker, Ths
summer e have continued our pusch against pines,
Ggqins’( old mMman’s beavd clemaﬂs' dﬂotiv'\sf J\jcamcre’
and (ndeed aaainsT qorse along boundaries and trocks,
Thank heavens the clematis advertises its presence
with its Aistinctive |ate summer Hower(ncj and
autumnal seeding. Ash and Max made sevevral
adventurous forays in to the wilds of Manatu
Stream and Murderers Gul\\ﬁ tTo okix,gon‘clr\ isalated



6 GPpearances spotted from afav. On the ARaroa

side of the hill this smothering Vine keeps invad-
ing from extensive infestations in the Grehan \/c\l(e_\ﬂ,
Paul continues To eliminate pines from What seem
o ordinary mortals to be inaccessikle perches on
bluffs wilhere the trees find the full ligiht they need.
Sycamore (F]cer /oseuo/op/dz‘gnus) also has wind -
borne seeds that sometimes find roct far from par-
ent stands. From Curry Trock in Hpri\ we could see
N ot Ohl\_j hbo\(\ﬂ stubhkle of old rman’s beard Cqui'“f\q
the roazor but alse o briﬂhf \ﬂel(ow bonner belows
COPPE\'TQP, Mash and Axe L Ash and Max NEJ.—]
burrcwed +h(ou3h the scrub, confirmed if Was « sYyca-
Maore  and Scl'\mo\xe_d 't on the SPQT. L‘S that =
word 7 —EdJ]. [t s now - Hug’h].

Life on the Qc\cﬁe

The combined area of Hinewar, Kapuko\'ar\c\ P\Arplﬁ
Peak Curr\j Reserve is nows [625 hectares encircled
within 26 Rilometres of beundary fencing. By law
Wwe have to Reep gorse and kroom 1O metres back
inside our boundaries whevrever they korder weed -
free Pas'fora( farmland. [t5s a daunting, time-consum-
INg task  and we never fully c.om'o(\j. But we allovy
ourselves some pride and safisfaction for mainfaining
the edoges as well as we do. There has been some frict-
lon and angst over the yeaors, and we dont take
any of it lig)'\ﬂkj.

Fire and extreme (weather have csmplicated boun-
dary issues in recent years. During the Great Deluge
of December 2021 bkig landslides demolished or
severely compromised abkout 300 metres of fencing
along our O kautahi bOUY\c)\CA\f\ﬁ n the §tony 50\9
Valley., Fencer Guy and nis offsider Rex completed
o reP(qceme\r\f there ky late November ZQZBI o A
alse dealt with o duhkiocus dro‘gou’(“ a(un% tHh e TQP
edge of Mok imok i Busih.

ALl in all it has beern o bad two years for lr’\avinoj
o woal(\j ones an the Wrong sides of the PO\U\SU\O\ES,
WNe mounted cur ctar muster last Tor\uur\ﬂ) hQ}o(r\a



1o expe\ an estimated eight who remained 7
within refenced OnTRautahi, Three Raimahi
[_o\mrhers - Ed.] from the Te Ara Kakariki prbjecf
offered to help. There was an initial glitsch. KWe
assumedh that the STFO\Tec{\[cul\kj Placed\ gc\‘fe at the
TQP Western cormner hqo\ been e £+ QPQY\, Just s We
Managed to Coax the first [ittle cluster of three up
tTo it me could see — mo\(rrcﬂolcﬂh ./—- (T Wmas ﬂfm\\j closed.
A Raimahi maoved SW\uer\j a(or\cﬁ the fernce-line and
Opened it. Spooked the sheep vanished. Undaunted
the dog\ess 5\r\ephero\iv\<ﬁ resumed. Refore foo lor\a we
had merged sevevral [ittle groups In 1o one close
cluster of [4, who then trotted en masse [ as we
Sy n ARaroa ] +h(0u3‘r\ the %c\'('e — closed at aonce
and ever since. Such success was unlikely i thout the
Te Ara KSkaviki Raimali. They said they loved the
wWlhole e_scper'\enge and the beautiful Se’ff\'\f\?\.

} Sheep remam in several ploces, mmcluding on
N\u\r\a\\ﬂ(qnd\“ mhere ‘Fe\r\cif\cj and bour\c\df\j wor R
proceedh. Qver own Stony Ray Road ((ocur S fronﬁer)
lO\It\\j V\e'\cjhbour.s ANita and Scoft are Reeping their
eyes shavp and their powder dry for elusive survivors

N the STQV\\j Boy Nilds

Mdfgino\((sinﬂ "Marmmal s

Plant-munching mammals Were never part of
New Zealands original forest ecosystems. Lowge_
brows'\r\cj kirds were, but most are gone for 3000\.
ECOlocjicu\ restoraotion In Aotearca has a rather
different flavour from other paris of the Plcw\e,f
wheve 3ro\z'\ﬂ<3 and bTONSiV\ol Mamm.m\s ave RE\Q P\c\\jev‘s,
Minimal Interference Management s our Ph\’\gsop\m{\)
but sur aimn has always been r{cjorous control of
alienn herkivoroaus mMmavarmals ond | if Poss;blel their
eli mination. Currer\’fl\j’ Pest Free B.F. lworkRers are
’Fol(cwincj up thelr extracrdinary campaign qﬂq‘msf pos-
sums | seekir\a cut survivors from the gridded poit
sTations of [ast winter The ﬂrowincj niﬂhfmqre_ is deer.
Evidence of browse antler-rukking dameage, wallows

J
: ’FOoTprf\r\’fSl imacﬂes Courg ht on r\}cﬂhf Cameras, o fewo



8 actual sightings all confirm the presence of

Small numbers of red deer |n PUrP(e Pe o R Cuwr\j
Reserve and the Stony Baxﬂ \/o\((e\j. Trained assassinNs
are irn hot pursui’r. Mio\—ﬂpri(l Blake Thomson shot
A roaring stfag above Goose Green, the lo(ciolc_sf (he
fecRoned) he had ever seen.

On track

After lots of wwork n Novem\oerl WNoterfalls Track
s pretty much wWalkRable again. We had 1o carve our
way through thick broom  poropers, wineberry, Toafoq,
gorse, v’\cﬂaiol fuchsfd' Mmahoe, QJFC./ ﬂour(shi\r\ﬁ on
the \SUPS, e,SPeciulle ocross the 3 *Pror\geo\ landslide
We call “ The Moa Claw . This Yyoung Ve.cie_‘fqﬁor\ (s Way
above our heads yet only Tue years old.

In mid-Decembker the East Track Slips ere put-
Tincﬁ on a Poxr‘l’iculcar(kj colourful o(l‘SP(d{,j‘ with exotic
foxgloves and notive poroporo flowsering in unison.
EMP\O\jir\% lateral ‘Hf\\'v"\kir\gl we re-~-yroufed Po\rfs of
The Stones Track | cl/ui’f’riv\cﬁ the rovoged and re\/ege‘fon‘~

ir\ol stream side and nstead wending a oy ’Hf\roucﬂh
infact bush fuviher from the battered banks. This will

save Us days of Sngeoing maintenance .

L vt 8

1 ' Flah czr\M
WNas there a drought ?

Spring predictions of an E( NMino summer dfough’f
were not wrong, bhuf to cur relief were overstatedl.
It wos dry  streom flows oliminis\r\ed/ PG takitaki




Ponr d sl'\row\li{ To as loww as e had ever seen i‘f‘/ q

there (wos some serious wiltinm at lower altit-

Udes Hinewais mid-February skies hozed over

from another bici fire on the Port H\’l\sl an o pPas -
Tovral drough? was officially declared across Cant-
erbur\j by March, Buf! fhrou?)hou'f summer, periodic

Sprir\kles of rain were just enOU3lr\ to ketp most
of the resevve pretty fresh and green.

Ferns and orchids

We found some botanical SurPrié‘es on ”MUV\dﬂlO\Y\ok\t
One (s the abundance of afern called Turawero or
’fremblihg brake (Pfer/'s frcmu/a)) uncommon oOnN
Banks Peninsule and found no further south. Far up -
Valley, the 6’repih1'pbnés have been red all sunmer
With o soft surfoce crust of retoreto (HZO//& l’ubrc?)
This 1s alse oufern( qlfhoucjh Nno-one but o hotanist
Would dare sugqest such an unlikRely reloxfi'onship_, We
had Nnever seen it on Hinewai before but its neot un-
common on still or slow-moving ponds across the
Perninsula. Mokimoki Bush we Rnecwo d(reO\dLj to be full

of rarities. [t was a pbotanical thrill 1o find another
}FHong the edo_}e of KawakRawa TrackR a small Co(ong\)) of



,O a rare pinR archid ( Rnown tenTatively as

Caladenia varr'egaz‘a> Was Flowerir\g in Mov-
ember and early December, That brings up to
three the number of Caldcdenia species Rnown to
be an anewo\i' a Var\ishir\ghj rare or at Jeast
easily overlooRed.

Feathers and fins

How long does a Temtit [ive 7 The books say that
the oldest one recorded o date reached only three
Years but "some praboxb\\i make it To ter or more',
Ever since Hugh moved (n tfo his new PQSf—-QO\(Hf'\CtUC\kQ
house on Papdhaikd Meadoow tn early ZOI13 a pair
of tormtits has inhabited the same pcd'ch. Thomas
the vmale s bold and bbSS(ﬁ , T"ermasina much more
discreet hgt not at ol cnf\’did of the b\(ﬂ bald b\ped\
that shares PO\Po\RO\iRo\ Meadouws with thew. HU3h al-
Woys assumned Hhat he would Nnever knoes tuhen one

brief little TonmTit gave oy tTo a4 younger version,
but recemﬂ\j he Wwoatched o transitfion. What he called
Thormeas 1L as distinctive because for ot least a year
he hoad spor’ceo\ a deformed ((though not debilitating)
left foot. INn mid-Decemker Hugh ’rhouah’r that Tho mas
1 was losking rather scruffy and old. When Tebruary
begon, @ male Tomtit appeared, looking very perky
and dapper, with two 3bc>vk feet. By mid - TFehruovy
Thomas 2 seewred to have asserted territorial pos-
session of Huwjh's house and swroundings, Thomas 1
Made decreoxsir\gl\ﬁ freo[/uen‘(' appeavrances, and the la st
Time we sacs Nim tmas in Mmid- March.




The massed flowering of 17 R3uRa in Spring ‘ ‘
'frqnsm0<3rif\ed in To heavxj crops of Peorlg
berries in c\p‘luvvxr\) eagerly scoffed by Rereru.
Eiqh’f toock off from one Co\k)boae. tree beside
Hughs house when he emerged one morning.
Dowtan at Otanerito at l[east fourteen (ere snoozing
N one tall QUCQ\\.“:.T after Feus‘fir\cﬁ on TT Roukao
Fruit at the Beach House,

N mid-March fish scientist Martin Ruﬂeo\c.\e
Surveyed Hinewoi s 51reuvv\5) éd\ldﬂeo\ bkj thhe Del-
Uge of December 2 021 He reported reasonahble
numbers of RBaro o few banded RSkuPul long -
finned and shorf-finned eels hklue- gilled and
rech-fTinned loul\(es( bhut as yet No mention of
Tr\av\:ﬂcn' torrent fish or lampreys,

The plots thicken

A DoC tearm arrived in mid-December to re-
sample the “Lucas carbon secLuesfrcn‘ion ploT on
the reserve. Years agqo some form of computer or

artificial fr\‘ft\(fﬂenca randomly proEC}gQ}ie;d;c« wide
scatter of sample plc’rs across the Wwhole ccun’fr\ﬂ.
One not only chanced to land in the middle of
Hinewa it happened to alight in one of the most
special places — under tall red beech forest at the
‘fcap of WhakRarmate Falls, This time Nature added o
final touch by orrmnaif\cj That
a family of 'ﬁr\\j f]fiTiPOUﬂomu
Supervised the scientists as

ﬂr\e\j wWworked.

Sheo\o\{r\cﬂ shelter
Loohir\% wesfuwards from LLT%T&)@U;, ‘
the Visitor Centre ovr EastT Cﬁ%@?‘%ﬁ%?é‘?@?;
Track | wolkers often ask ON BOARD
about the 1wo bu'\lo\iv\gs ‘H\e\j
Can see on Rrocheries F(oﬂ“/
E)Tepih'l. Now there s only
- one, BTePik'\ bhecame (Oonrf of
Hinewai in MOLJ ,202(! and as




[2 qu’r of the deal the previous landholde r,
Wonderful Warren B. (wlr\o N s bou%hf up
More land in H(chbr\j Valley for CoﬂserVQ‘f(on)

Undertook to have the lcwer buildin

remaoved.

I+t Wwas a loxrvie_ Tavrm shed' converted bkj an ecirliey
owner in To an unconsented d(me(l(ng. Decon -
structed it has been trucked off to o thP‘j farmer

Turther west. For Nnow, the Upper builc)&ir\cj

remains)

Mmuch less Comspicuaus (OEYXQO\’H(\ three loufﬂe mac-

fOCoqu trees.,

/15 Decenmnber 2023

FPloying_god
Rep\e\mi S\r\ing

AN

hiets at Purple PeaR Saddle one

auturmn O\O\k:jr, Hugh found o queen (/espula Vu/garl's

Pl—PiP{ appears tioice Bach
Year. TNere is nosubk and no
oh(igc’fion’fo o\or\u'fe/ but
donations of any size are
hugel\j helpfu( and a(eqfl\i
dpprecio‘ted\. We will post =
\’ece-\‘yof but need Yysur po stal
Address if e don't a(reo\dkﬂ
hcw_e it

| 'DIRECT CREDIT

BNz
1 02 0832 0044225 o6

POsST Ainewar Reserve
632 Long Bouj Road

HUGHS PHoNE

about 7°'30 and 930
03 304 8501

R.D.3 Akaros 7583

Chkest evenings hbetween |

Watsp settling down In one corner
of the box for winter hile o fe-
Mmale ARarocw tree wetsd Aem/-
de/na rictqd cowered i~ an op-
osite corner. In o blatant dis-
play of speciesism Hugh crushed
the alien queen and mMmade sure

the native wetd was comforti-
ah{e, and cor\TeV\Teo\.




